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Charlene Cobb, County Veterans Service Officer (CVSO) explained veteran benefits to
Meeting X MFC members at the November meeting, along with providing answers to members
Information: ge guestions.

Location: American << Members participated in the Plymouth and Oosturg holidays parades. Even though
Legion Post 243, < wearing mittens or gloves, sounds of clapping could be heard from the may folks lining

40 Stafford St., <+ the streets.

Plymouth. 2 At the December MFC meeting, members enjoyed music provided by Kathy Arndt,
When. 4th Monday of 2 @ holiday meal, sharing homemade desserts and time to visit with others. See our
each month, 47 supporters below!

5:30-7:30 pm.

Please bring a dish to
share and own
beverage. Plates,
napkins & silverware
are provided.

A Salute to Our Community!

Military Families Connect would like to thank the following for their support and
donations to the MFC project and deployed troops from the Sheboygan County area:

Sheboygan Downtown Rotary, Patient Registration staff of Aurora Health, Community
Bank & Trust, Beth Tenpas, Viking Packaging Technologies Inc., Laurie Miske, Shannon
Wynveen, DuFour Advertising, Sun Graphics, American Legion Auxiliary 149,

Leonhard Family, Joyce Grossheim, Jean Paese, Sandra Mikologic, Gladys Berininger,
Anonymous, Foster Grandparents and any one | may have inadvertently not mentioned
for calling cards and items for deployed troops, MFC meeting holiday meal, gifts for
military children and families and shipping of troop care packages.

Registration is
appreciated for
meeting planning.
Child activities and
care is provided.

MFC meeting info: Your support is greatly appreciated!
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Scrapbooking Night

Feb 28 Yo Yo Yo S Yo e e e
ebruary <o, Military OneSource - Tax Services : o )
VA services/OIF/OEF Inside this issue:
Outreach 1t . .

The Military OneSource Tax Program will begln_on _ «MFC meetings & events info.
March 28, Monday, January 17, 2011. The program will provide

free access to a customized version of the basic H&R *MOS Tax Service

Block at Home® electronic tax filing product. This cus- eRetroactive Stop Loss Pay
tomized product allows for free federal filing and free Extension

state filing (up to three states). In addition, free tele-
phonic tax consultations are available to help with tax
related issues. Please see our list of Frequently Asked
Questions to learn more about the program and filing Deployment

your 2010 taxes. ¢2011 MFC meetings
www.militaryonesource.com/

Cookie packaging

Military Families
Connect Coordinator
and Editor:
Karen Degner
mfc@excel.net or
(920) 892-6706

eStrong Bonds
eTransition to Home-After
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.. are Packages to Troops
Transition to Home — After Deployment o e
Have you or a family member served since 2001? %= Do you know someone in the military X
Did you experience a deployment? %> who is serving outside the United ;t
Would you be interested to come and: Y- States? .
Meet others who have been deployed? X MFC would like to include troops from the o
Find a place to help answer the questions you may have? i Sheboygan County area who are serving .
As a family member, would you: b on Active Duty, in the National Guar_d or .
Like to meet other families who had someone deployed? e Reserves, of any branch of the service, in our .,
troop care package mailings.

Do you wonder: X e
Am | the only one feeling like this? " Contact Karen at the FRC with their APO or
Can | help someone else? “ FPO information to have your loved one X
What works for others? % included in our next mailing! X
Would you like to: = All information submitted is confidential and Xr
Connect with others? - " not shared. ol
Get advice from peers? X N N N N Y X

Share your stories? MFC will be accepting boxes of donated Girl Scout

If you answered yes to any of the questions above, we invite Cookies to send to our deployed troops at our
you to join us for Transition to Home — After Deployment. next mailing in March. Drop off your donated
Military Families Connect (MFC) has created this group to cookies & make the day of a deployed troop.

provide an opportunity to meet and connect with others
sharing the same journey. Meetings are held on the third
Wednesday of each month, 6—7:30pm. Pre-registration is
appreciated for meeting planning. Childcare is available with
registration. Contact Karen at (920)892-6706 or mfc@excel.net
to register, for meeting location or for additional information.

A Thank You From Overseas:
“l am stationed at a little base with less than 200
people. Because of our small size, the amenities
are not like many other places in Irag. | shared
my package with my platoon and they enjoyed it
as well. The PX we have does not have much of
anything and so we rely on care packages like
yours to fill the gaps. | appreciate your support.”
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Retroactive Stop Loss Special Pay Deadline Extended

The Department of Defense (DoD) announced today that the deadline for eligible service members,
veterans and their beneficiaries to apply for Retroactive Stop Loss Special Pay has been extended to
March 4, 2011.

To read the DoD news release go to: www.defense.gov/releases/release.aspx?releaseid=14162
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Strong Bonds Events Offered To All Service Members

The core mission of the Strong Bonds program is to increase individual Soldier, Airmen and Family
members readiness through relationship education and skills training.

Strong Bonds is conducted in an offsite retreat format. The retreat or “get away” provides a fun, safe,
and secure environment in which to address the impact of relocations, deployments, and military lifestyle
stressors.

Strong Bonds is conducted in an offsite retreat format in order to maximize the training effect. The
retreat or “get away” provides a fun, safe, and secure environment in which to address the impact of
relocations, deployments, and military lifestyle stressors. For more about each of the Strong Bonds
events, go to: http://wisconsinmilitary.org/events/strong-bonds-events-offered-to-all-service-members/

www.frc-sc.org
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Military Families Connect meetings for 2011

January 24 - Scrapbooking Night. Bring you favorite photo(s) and create your page for the MFC
scrapbook. Scrapbooking materials will be supplied.

February 28 - VA services/OIF/EF Outreach

March 28 - Cookie Packaging. Join us in packing Girl Scout Cookies to send to deployed troops
from the Sheboygan County area.

April 25 - Creating cards for area veterans/Silver Linings program information
May 23 - Learn about the Family Resource Center (FRC) and the services offered.
June 27 - Ice Cream Social and Red Cross Military Support.

July 25 - Picnic in the Park.

August 22 - County Veterans Service Officer and services provided and create your own Keep Sake
Box.

September 26 - Military Kids Night. Celebrating our young heroes with our annual special activity
night.

October 24 - Cards for troops.
November - Baking “brownie bricks” and troop care packages.
November 25 - Plymouth Holiday Parade.
November 28 - Creating holiday snacks and healthy snack ideas for the whole year.
December 19 - Holiday Meal.
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Websites of Interest:
Military Families Connect (MFC) offers

Flag Etiquette & Facts and Patriotism & Military

www.defense.gov . .
gov/ Life presentations to school and youth groups.

homefeatures/2010/0710_stoploss/

Www.mllltaryonesource.com o Flag Etiguette & Facts offers the

www.tricare.mil opportunity to learn proper protocol in displaying
www.militaryfamily.org the U.S. flag and interesting facts about the flag
WWW.WiCVs0.0rg and its history.

www.military.com e Patriotism & Military Life provides
www.ourmilitarykids.org information about the branches of the Armed
http://wisconsinmilitary.org Forces, _jobs within the military among other
http://dva.state.wi.us/benefits.asp interesting facts.

www.yellowribbon.mil . .
y Presentations are 30-60 minutes and are

interactive with the youth.
PARAG A A A A A A A G A A G A A G A b gk e For more information or to request a

www.frc-sc.org presentation, contact Karen at 920.892.6706 or
email: mfc@excel.net mfc@excel.net.

Funded by the United Way and private donations. Page 3
Project of the Family Resource Center of Sheboygan County




